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produced in excess of local demands, and vie with agricultural raw
materials for the leading position among the exports of the region.

Agriculture and the exploitation of natural resources are the most
important economic activities of the east, while manufacturing is but
slightly developed. Large cities are consequently less numerous than
in other portions of Europe, and the population is less dense. The
relatively sparse population reduces the total trade of the eastern
European countries, and the low living standards, combined with the
lack of industrial development, have resulted in a low per capita trade.
Man is thus less active economically than in the west, although recent
years have seen him intensify his activity and increase his efficiency.
If this trend continues, commerce and industry should increase in im-
portance and agricultural production should mount steadily. Such a
change would bring the two portions of the continent closer together
with respect to economic activity; but the east is likely to continue to
devote most of its attention to agriculture and the exploitation of
natural resources, while the west will remain primarily interested in
manufacturing and commerce.